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Deal Seems Near r 
OnC.t.A. Files 

The Central Intelligence Agency 
and the American Civil liberties. 
Union have been knocking beads tor 
vears over the Freedom oi Informa- 
tion acl Now a bill tatrodoeed by. 
Senator Barry Gottwater, Republi- 
can of Axiaona, has brought them 
dose to com p r o mis e on what kind of 
information is tree and wbat isn't. 

The propos e d amendment to the 
CLA/s founding isgtolatian, toe Na- 
tiooal Security Act of 1947, wonklje* 
here the agency from Staving to- 
-search its “operational files/* which 
s h ow toe nitty-gritty of tmrihgaoce 



tions, to vea tig ations of potential to- 
tormants and c o op er ative deals with 1 
foreign g over nm e n t s . C un e nt prac- 1 
tice up® recei vin g a request under , 
the F reedom of loformatton Act is to 
locate and review these documents, 
bet 'to censor the final release. The 


public could still see unclassified 
political, econo mi c and scientific ma- 
'terial, however. “If we thought we 
were losing i n fo r m ation that is now 
available, we would never go along 
with this proposal/' said Mark E. 
Lynch, staff a tt o rney tor toe civil 
liberties union. Mr. Lynch said toe 
bfll would help sp eed disclosures that 
now faces two or three year backlog. 

“We favor tins bill/'said Ernest 
Mayerfeld, CLA. deputy general 
counsel, who said that agency sup- 
port reflected a major change from 
its previous contention that it should 
be entirely e x e mp t from the disclo- 
sure law. “If someone challenges a 
‘classified’ stamp/' be said, “we are 
obliged to court to justify toe classi- 
fication of every piece of paper and 
every portion of the document.*' 

Because toe GoMwater bill is 
shaped to fit C.LA. activities, John 
Shattuck of toe civil liberties unton's 


Washington office expressed concern 
that it might open toe way for piece- 
meal exemptions, for other Federal 
agencies. “We have many questions 
about the bill/’ be said, “but the un- 
derlying premise seems to be that the 
C.I.A, is willing to live with the ex- 
empt!® it already has." 
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